
NOW IS THE TIME TO PREPARE FOR 2020 CENSUS: 
THERE ARE FEDERAL DOLLARS AT STAKE!

The 2020 Census Starts NOW!
The federal government uses census results to distribute approximately $600 billion in federal funding 
annually.  New York State receives $53.2 billion of those funds each year—more than half a trillion 
dollars over the life of the census count—to support education, health care, infrastructure, and other 
programs.* Census results also determine the number of congressional representatives for each state 
and for state legislative redistricting. 

What is LUCA?
LUCA or the Local Update of Census Addresses Program is the only opportunity for state, local and 
tribal governments to review and update the U.S. Census Bureau’s residential address list prior to a 
decennial Census. In preparation for the 2020 Census, the U. S. Census Bureau recently invited city, 
town and village leaders across New York to participate in LUCA.

Local governments have a critical role to play in getting the census count right for New York State and 
its communities. The Census Bureau relies on a complete and accurate address list to reach every 
living quarters and associated population for inclusion in the final census count.

LUCA is a critical, once in a decade opportunity to ensure an accurate count in your community—a 
count that will help maximize federal funds to the states and locally, and manage your future planning 
for the projects, programs and services you deliver. 

How Can You Participate?
First, register now for LUCA and agree to required confidentiality terms. You can also choose from 
amongst several different software and file formats to review and correct addresses provided by the 
Census Bureau. The final deadline to register for LUCA is December 15th, 2017.

Beginning in February 2018, you will receive the following materials, and have 120 days to return 
updates to the Census Bureau:
• a complete census address list for your jurisdiction to review and update; 
• a list containing the Census Bureau’s count of residential addresses for each census block within 

your jurisdiction;
• Census Bureau map files (or paper maps, if requested); and,
• software for updating Census address files.  

How Can You Prepare for LUCA? 
Local officials can start by gathering local databases that can be used to check the accuracy of Census 
address lists or maps. Example databases include: real property, sewer and water, E911, and utilities.  
Certain types of building addresses in your local government may require careful review, such as single-
family homes converted to multi-family homes, conversions of commercial properties to residential 
(including mixed use), other group quarters (college dorms, correctional facilities), and new construction. 



Where Can You Find Additional Information and Assistance with LUCA? 
US Census will offer training workshops with “hands-on” experience using the LUCA materials, 
including one in Poughkeepsie, New York, on October 12, 2017 
(see https://www2.census.gov/geo/pdfs/partnerships/luca/LUCA_Promo_Workshops.pdf).   
Self-training aids and webinars will be available through the LUCA website at: 
www.census.gov/geo/partnerships/luca.html.

The New York State Council on Children and Families (NYSCCF) is offering LUCA training webinars 
and can also connect communities with student interns from universities and colleges across the state 
who are skilled in demography, geography, and computer science. Information on the Council’s Census 
2020 initiative and training resources is available at: 
http://ccf.ny.gov/council-initiatives/census-2020-get-prepared/.

The New York Department of State Division of Local Government Services is working with the U.S. 
Census bureau to coordinate training and technical assistance for local communities. For more 
information, please contact Ann Thane at localgov@dos.ny.gov or by phone at (518) 473-3355 or 
1 (800) 367-8488.

*  Funding analysis prepared by Andrew Reamer, Research Professor, George Washington Institute of Public Policy, George 
Washington University.   May 2017


