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June 27, 2017 

 
Hon. Carl E. Heastie 
NYS Assembly Speaker 
932 LOB 
Albany, NY 12248 
 
Dear Speaker Heastie, 
 
On behalf of our membership, the 57 counties and City of New York, we encourage you to pass  
legislation that will extend the home rule sales tax authority requested by counties across the state.   
 
We appreciate the passage of one house bills, but without legislation that passes both houses, these  
extenders will expire later this year. It may seem like there is plenty of time to reconsider these  
extensions, but the county 2018 budget process begins in July and August with approval in October  
and November. Without the certainty of these revenues, local budgets will be imprecise at best, and  
leave gaps that may or may not be filled based on a potential of the reconvening of the full State 
Legislature. Once the property tax levy is set, it cannot be undone. Additionally, credit agencies are 
monitoring the actions of the state in this regard and will downgrade local governments’ ability to borrow.   
 
These home rule extenders, which have been routinely enacted in the past, are critical to the normal  
operation of counties and local governments who share these sales tax revenues. Continued inaction  
on these measures will add significant uncertainty to the county budget process.  
 
We acknowledge that the political climate that is gripping Washington, D.C. is causing uncertainty for the 
State of New York, but to pass on this uncertainty to lower levels of government only exacerbates  
the challenges facing the communities in which our residents live and work.  
 
In the meantime, inaction on the part of the State Legislature is likely to force decisions that could  
negatively impact the quality of life at the local level, where your members’ constituents live, work, drive, 
recreate, and access programs and services that have historically made our State great. 
 
As you convene tomorrow, we encourage you to take up the county home rule extender bills in a way  
that will allow them to be sent to the Governor before they expire later this year.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
William E. Cherry 
President 
 
cc: County Officials 
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Albany, Allegany, Bronx, Broome, Cattaraugus, Cayuga, Chautauqua, Chemung, Chenango, Clinton, Columbia, Cortland, Delaware, Dutchess, Erie, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Genesee, Greene, Hamilton, 

Herkimer, Jefferson, Kings, Lewis, Livingston, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, Nassau, New York, Niagara, Oneida, Onondaga, Ontario, Orange, Orleans, Oswego, Otsego, Putnam, Rensselaer, Queens, 

Richmond, Rockland, St. Lawrence, Saratoga,  Schenectady, Schoharie, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Suffolk, Sullivan, Tioga, Tompkins, Ulster, Warren, Washington, Wayne, Westchester, Wyoming, Yates 
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