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OVERVIEW
The New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC) has reviewed the 2015/16 Executive Budget 
Proposal regarding agriculture and farm-related funding and programs. NYSAC supports key funding 
for agriculture, including the continued state support of core agriculture local assistance programs.  

COUNTY PRIORITIES
Restore Funding to Agriculture Local Assistance Programs 
These programs help local farmers in many ways. They provide farmers with research, 
information, technical expertise, training and support to ensure their farms stay viable. 
Local assistance programs bring in much-needed grant money to aid local economies. These 
programs are extremely important and effective in keeping New York farms in business. While 
the proposed budget holds steady funding for several agriculture local assistance programs, it 
also eliminates a significant number of grants to specific organizations. Cutting local assistance 
programs jeopardizes our farm economy. 

NYSAC urges the full upfront funding for all agriculture local assistance programs.

Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) 
Many programs that work with farms to protect the environment are funded through the EPF. 
These include Agriculture Non-point source pollution and abatement program, Farmland 
Protection Fund, Soil and Water Conservation Districts funding, Agriculture Waste Management, 
and Invasive Species. 

The budget proposes an additional $10 million for the Environmental Protection Fund (EPF). The 
EPF would be funded at $172 million. The 2014/15 budget contained a $9 million increase for the 
EPF over 2013-14 levels.

NYSAC supports increased funding to the EPF.

Promoting NY Products 
The budget includes $1.1 million for the “Taste NY” program to continue efforts to brand and 
expand New York’s food and beverage industry. The budget also includes $350,000 for the 
FreshConnect farmers’ market program, which awards competitive grants to create and expand 
farmers markets in underserved communities. An appropriation of $40,000 was included in the 
budget to fund a program to evaluate and test hop varieties in New York to support the State’s 
growing craft brew industry.

NYSAC supports this proposal.
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Dairy Pricing 
The budget proposes to create a commission to evaluate dairy prices and programs that would 
help maintain dairy farm profitability. The Commission, chaired by the Commissioner of the 
Department of Agriculture & Markets, will develop recommendations intended to encourage 
farmers to purchase coverage protection offered through the USDA’s Federal Margin Protection 
Program. The Commission is to submit a report including recommendations to the Governor by 
May 1, 2015.

NYSAC supports this proposal.

Support Southern Tier and Hudson Valley Farms 
The Budget includes $50 million from the Special Infrastructure Account (bank settlement 
funds) to assist farmers and other related businesses in the Southern Tier and Hudson Valley. The 
funding is intended for farmland preservation and other strategic initiatives to protect farms in 
those regions.

NYSAC supports this proposal.

Cooperative Extension Funding 
Language should be added to clarify that, should the state ever increase funding for cooperative 
extensions, counties can accept those funds without having to increase the local share. Funding 
for cooperative extensions is important to local farms and the state should consider increasing 
their commitment to this program.

NYSAC supports bolstering Cooperative Extension funding. 

Strengthen Funding for County Fairs 
Additional funding for county fairs is sorely needed, including a new line for capital 
improvements of $500,000. This funding would go a long way toward helping county fairs make 
much needed improvements and structural investments. 

NYSAC supports additional funding for county fairs.
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