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2016 NYSAC Legislative Conference
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works 
Resolution #1

Resolution Calling on the State of New York to Restore Funding Parity 
Between the Capital Plans of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

(MTA) and the NY State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT)  

WHEREAS, Governor Andrew Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio recently announced an 
agreement to jointly subsidize the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s (MTA) 
nearly $11 billion funding gap for its 2015-19 five-year capital program; and
 
WHEREAS, as part of this agreement, the Governor is committing $8.3 billion in state 
resources to cover the MTA plan’s multi-year deficit; and 

WHEREAS, while we may agree that this vital investment in downstate transit is 
needed, the state’s new Department of Transportation 5-Year Capital Plan being 
developed must assess current conditions and provide for the future needs of a modern, 
safe, reliable and efficient multimodal transportation system; and

WHEREAS, the enactment of the FAST Act, a fully funded five-year authorization of 
federal surface transportation programs that provides long-term federal funding 
predictability, should now facilitate the state to develop and fund a Transportation 5-
Year Capital Plan; and

WHEREAS, for nearly two decades, through 2009, a parity agreement for the five-year 
capital programs of the MTA and the NYS Department of Transportation (DOT) were 
similar in size as well as adopted within a month of each other; and

WHEREAS, three of the last four DOT/MTA five-year capital programs were virtually 
identical in size; and

WHEREAS, since 2009 that parity agreement has not been honored; and 

WHEREAS, locally-owned roads and bridges are deteriorating at a rapid rate as 
counties continue to struggle to find adequate funding for their maintenance and 
replacement; and

WHEREAS, a 2014 Comptroller’s report states that thirty-four percent (34%) of 
bridges are deficient and forty-eight percent (48%) of road pavements in the state are 
rated fair or poor and getting worse.

WHEREAS, The proposed 2016-17 State Budget calls for $22 billion for a multi-year 
transportation capital plan to upgrade roads, bridges and other vital transportation 
infrastructure throughout the New York.
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WHEREAS, the full funding mechanisms for this capital plan has not been included in 
the 2016-17 State budget or the five year State Fiscal Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) does hereby call upon the Governor and the Legislature to support a 
level of funding that restores parity between the NYSDOT transportation capital 
program and the MTA’s capital program, so that local governments have enough 
resources to fund the local needs as described above; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the state work with counties to develop and 
fully-fund the 5 Year Capital Plan that will provide the necessary and proper funding to 
New York’s counties by substantially increasing CHIPS and Marchiselli funding and 
establishing a 5 year State Aid to Local Bridge and Culvert Program to give them the 
ability to adequately maintain their vast transportation infrastructure; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the 62 
counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper.
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2016 NYSAC Legislative Conference
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works 
Resolution #2

Resolution Urging Enhanced State Investment in Airports to Promote 
Economic Development and Job Creation 

WHEREAS, airports play a critical role in New York State’s economy, job growth and 
transportation infrastructure, providing commercial air service, business aviation 
functions and supporting homeland security and critical emergency response for all of 
New York’s local and regional communities and for the nation; and 

WHEREAS, the state has not yet developed a new 5-Year Transportation Capital Plan 
designed to assess current conditions and determine what level of investment will be 
needed over this period to provide for the future needs of a modern, safe, reliable and 
efficient multimodal transportation system, and

WHEREAS, a New York State Department of Transportation (DOT) study quantifying 
New York airports’ and the aviation industry’s contribution to the state’s economy found 
that $50 billion in annual economic activity for New York State; and 

WHEREAS, this DOT study justifies calls for increases in public investments in 
airports; and

WHEREAS, New York has no dedicated funding source or permanent state capital 
program for airports; and

WHEREAS, New York State airports rely on annual appropriations in the state budget 
for funding critical airport projects—a total of $10 million each of the last two years 
through the Aviation Capital Grant Program and for the state match of Federal Airport 
Improvement Program (AIP) grants; and 

WHEREAS, the Executive 2016-17 State Budget proposes to award five airports 
approximately $40 million each to fund projects that enhance safety, improve operations 
and access, reduce environmental impact, and create better passenger experiences; and 

WHEREAS, while this funding is welcomed and much needed for airport infrastructure 
and critical safety enhancements and business and economic development projects, we 
have concerns that too many of our airports would not get the funding they need; and

WHEREAS, the large number of airport projects that go unfunded year after year and 
93 eligible public-use airports across the state compete for these limited funds further 
supports to the need for more funding for capital projects at airports.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties does hereby call upon the Governor and the Legislature to provide recurring 
and reliable funding for the maintenance and development of the State’s airports; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that fully-funding the aviation capital grant program 
and federal airport capital improvement state match would greatly contribute to 
promoting a safe and efficient air transportation system that would create high-level 
employment opportunities in regions throughout New York; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the 62 
counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper.
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2016 NYSAC Legislative Conference
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works 
Resolution #3

Resolution Urging the Governor and the Legislature to allocate the local 
portions of the proposed transportation funding through the existing 

CHIPs formula

WHEREAS, this Executive’s proposed 2016-17 State Budget includes 
$438,097,000.00 for CHIPS funding and $39,700,000.00 for Marchiselli funding, 
which is consistent with last year’s budget; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed budget calls for $22 billion for a multi-year transportation 
capital plan to upgrade roads, bridges and other vital transportation infrastructure 
throughout the New York; and

WHEREAS, the $22 billion plan includes $1 billion each for the BRIDGE NY and 
PAVE NY programs to replace, rehabilitate, pave and maintain state and local bridges 
and roads; and 

WHEREAS, $500 million of each program would go to fund state roads and bridges 
and $500 million of each would go to fund local road and bridges; and

WHEREAS, the funding formula for allocating the total $1 billion in local road and 
bridge funding has yet not been made clear; and 

WHEREAS, the state budget proposal also includes $500 million for the Extreme 
Weather Infrastructure Hardening program, which will make investments in roadways 
across the state susceptible to flooding and other extreme weather related events; and 

WHEREAS, while this funding is welcomed and needed for our transportation 
infrastructure, it needs to be allocated in a fair and equitable method so that all local 
governments receive increases in transportation funding. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties does hereby call upon the Governor and the Legislature to allocate the local 
portions of the proposed PAVE NY funding through the existing CHIPs formula, which 
is based on local highway mileage (for all municipalities) and motor vehicle registrations 
(for counties and NYC); and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that BRIDGE NY local funding that is proposed to be 
distributed via a competitive solicitation must assure regional level decision-making and 
include local highway department representation, or be distributed through a CHIPS-
like formula similar to PAVE NY as another way to assure real state/local equality, 
regional balance, and improved local decision-making and flexibility; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the 62 
counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper.


