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2015 NYSAC Fall Seminar   
Standing Committee on Native American Affairs and Gaming 
Resolution #1 
 

Resolution Calling on State to Ensure Dedicated Local Casino Revenues 
Adequately Cover Additional Expense 

 
WHEREAS, in November 2013, New York State voters approved a constitutional 
amendment to allow private casino gaming in the state, within specific guidelines; and 
  
WHEREAS, the state will distribute 80 percent of the net gaming revenues retained by 
the state for state education aid above the state education formula; and 
  
WHEREAS, under the law the host municipalities (host municipality and the host 
county) split 10 percent of net private gaming revenues and every county in an Indian 
exclusivity zone will share a portion of Native American gaming facility revenues; and 
  
WHEREAS, private casino operations will begin in the near future and current levels 
municipalities will receive under state statute may not be sufficient to offset increased 
costs and other burdens associated with gaming; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Division of the Budget projects the Upstate New York Gaming and 
Economic Development Act will produce $238 million, annually, in additional aid for 
education or property tax relief across the entire State, plus an additional $192 million 
in annual local government aid; and 
  
WHEREAS, NYSAC supports the dedicated local funding as casino expansion will 
increase local service costs in multiple areas such as local infrastructure and highway 
needs as well as law enforcement; and 
  
WHEREAS, counties are restricted in raising revenue to fund those mandated 
programs due to the State imposed property tax cap which has forced cuts in local 
programs and services, including staff reductions, in order to pay for those state 
mandated programs and services; and 
   
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties calls on Governor Cuomo and members of the State Legislature to ensure the 
dedicated revenue stream is sufficient to adequately cover and pay for all increased costs 
and other burdens which local governments will incur by reason of casino gaming 
operations; and 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the sixty-two 
counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; 
and 
  



48 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 
Legislature and all others deemed necessary and proper 
  



49 
 

2015 NYSAC Fall Seminar   
Standing Committee on Native American Affairs and Gaming 
Resolution #2 
 

Resolution Opposing the United States Senate Bill S-1879 titled “Interior 
Improvement Act” 

 
WHEREAS, United States Senate bill S-1879 was introduced on July 29, 2015 as the 
“Interior Improvement Act”; and 

WHEREAS,  this bill amends the 1934 Indian Reorganization Act and purports to fix 
perceived inequities in the United States Supreme Court decision in Carcieri v. Salazar, 
555 U.S. 379; and 

WHEREAS,  the Supreme Court in Carcieri correctly applied the spirit and intent of 
the 1934 Act by limiting its effects to tribes whose lands were previously subject to 
alienation under prior Congressional Acts, permitting restoration of lands to control by 
those tribes; and 

WHEREAS, in eliminating the term “any recognized tribe now under Federal 
Jurisdiction” from the 1934 Act and replacing it with “any federally recognized tribe”, 
the proposed bill permits the Secretary of the Interior to grant trust acquisitions 
anywhere and for the benefit of any Indian or Indian tribe by the Federal 
Administration controlling the Department of the Interior at the time of the application, 
all without Congressional oversight at the Secretary’s discretion; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed bill fails to provide meaningful local input to the land to 
trust process, permitting the Secretary to disregard local municipal comment and ignore 
an Indian tribe’s failure to obtain cooperative agreements with local municipal 
governments that might minimize the disruptive impact of trust acquisition or even 
worse, to determine that a local municipality’s failure to agree to tribal demands in 
connection with such application constitutes a failure to bargain in good faith; and 

WHEREAS, empowering the Secretary with such discretion would in effect, create a 
virtual administrative veto over local objections to tribal trust acquisitions and would 
permit the Secretary, based on political or other considerations to authorize Federal, 
Indian controlled enclaves into heavily populated areas resulting inevitably in 
administrative disruption and local economic instability; and 

WHEREAS, it is the stated policy of the New York State Association of Counties and 
the National Association of Counties, that any so-called “Carcieri fix” must include a 
provision requiring local municipal consent for land to be taken into trust from the State 
of New York. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties opposes Senate bill S-1879 and respectfully urges the strongest opposition to 
this bill from New York’s Congressional delegation and from the United States Senate as 
a whole; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties 
requests that our State legislators affirm and convey to our Congressional delegation, 
their opposition to this bill; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the sixty-two 
counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 
Legislature and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
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2015 NYSAC Fall Seminar 
Standing Committee on Native American Affairs and Gaming 
Resolution #3 
 

Resolution Requesting the State Safeguard the Integrity of the Binding 
Agreements Regarding Gaming Exclusivity Zones 

 
WHEREAS, private casino projects and licenses represent an unprecedented economic 
opportunity for regional areas in many parts of the State of New York, and 
 
WHEREAS, local governments, casino/gaming operators and the State of New York 
must act in good faith to comply with all valid laws and binding agreements regarding 
gaming exclusivity zones, gaming licenses, and gaming projects, and   
 
WHEREAS, the State of New York and the Gaming Commission has a duty to uphold 
and enforce these laws and binding agreements regarding gaming exclusivity zones, 
gaming licenses, and gaming projects. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties calls upon the State of New York and the New York State Gaming Commission 
to ensure that any activities or efforts seeking to impede the lawful exercise of exclusive 
private gaming rights awarded in any region are not in violation of any binding 
agreements or laws, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the sixty-two 
counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; 
and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 
Legislature and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
 

 
  


